
The Piggyback Guide For Designing
Letterpress Business Cards
Letterpress printing is a beautiful and tactile printing process that can
create stunning business cards. In this guide, we'll cover everything you
need to know to design and print your own letterpress business cards, from
choosing the right paper and ink to setting up your press.
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Chapter 1: Choosing the Right Paper and Ink

The first step in designing letterpress business cards is choosing the right
paper and ink. The paper you choose will determine the weight, texture,
and color of your cards, while the ink you choose will determine the color
and opacity of your text and images.

For letterpress printing, you'll want to choose a paper that is thick and
sturdy enough to withstand the pressure of the press. A good weight for
business cards is 100 lb. or 110 lb. cover stock. You'll also want to choose
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a paper that has a smooth surface, as this will help to ensure that your text
and images print clearly.

The ink you choose for your letterpress business cards will also have a big
impact on the final look of your cards. There are a wide variety of inks
available, so you can choose the color and opacity that best suits your
design. You can also choose to use metallic inks, which can add a touch of
luxury to your cards.

Chapter 2: Setting Up Your Press

Once you've chosen the right paper and ink, you'll need to set up your
press. If you're new to letterpress printing, it's a good idea to start with a
simple press, such as a tabletop press. Once you've got the hang of it, you
can upgrade to a larger press if you need to.

To set up your press, you'll need to first level the bed of the press. You can
do this by using a level or by placing a piece of paper under one side of the
bed until it's level. Once the bed is level, you can start to load the paper.

To load the paper, place a sheet of paper on the bed of the press and align
it with the guides. Then, use a brayer to apply a thin layer of ink to the type
or image you want to print. Once the ink has been applied, carefully place
the paper on the press bed and press down on the handle to print the
image.

Chapter 3: Designing Your Business Cards

Now that you've got your press set up, it's time to start designing your
business cards. When designing your cards, there are a few things you'll
need to keep in mind:



The size of your cards: The standard size for business cards is 3.5" x
2". However, you can choose to make your cards larger or smaller,
depending on your design.

The orientation of your cards: Business cards can be printed in
either portrait or landscape orientation. Portrait orientation is the most
common, but landscape orientation can be a good choice if you want
to include a lot of information on your cards.

The layout of your cards: The layout of your cards will depend on the
information you want to include. Be sure to include your name, contact
information, and any other relevant information.

Once you've decided on the size, orientation, and layout of your cards, you
can start to design the actual artwork. When designing your artwork, keep
in mind the following tips:

Use high-quality images: The images you use on your business
cards will have a big impact on the overall look of your cards. Be sure
to use high-quality images that are clear and sharp.

Use a readable font: The font you use for your text will also have a
big impact on the readability of your cards. Choose a font that is easy
to read and that complements your design.

Don't overcrowd your cards: When designing your cards, it's
important to avoid overcrowding them with too much information. Keep
your design simple and clean, and make sure that your text is easy to
read.

Chapter 4: Printing Your Business Cards



Once you've finished designing your business cards, it's time to print them.
When printing your cards, be sure to use the following tips:

Use a high-quality printer: The quality of your printer will have a big
impact on the quality of your business cards. Be sure to use a printer
that is capable of printing high-quality images and text.

Use the right paper: The paper you use for your business cards will
also have a big impact on the quality of your cards. Be sure to use a
paper that is thick and sturdy enough to withstand the pressure of the
press.

Use the right ink: The ink you use for your business cards will also
have a big impact on the quality of your cards. Be sure to use an ink
that is compatible with your printer and that will produce sharp and
clear text and images.

Once you've printed your business cards, you can finish them off by adding
a personal touch. You can do this by hand-writing a note on the back of
each card, or by adding a custom stamp or sticker.

Letterpress printing is a beautiful and tactile printing process that can
create stunning business cards. By following the tips in this guide, you can
design and print your own letterpress business cards that will leave a
lasting impression.
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