
The European Union's Approach Towards
Western Sahara: Euroclio 98
Western Sahara, a disputed territory on the northwestern coast of Africa,
has long been a subject of international intrigue and diplomatic
maneuvering. The European Union (EU),as a key player in global affairs,
has played a significant role in shaping the approach towards this complex
issue.

The European Union Approach Towards Western
Sahara (Euroclio Book 98) by Dan Eatherley

4.3 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1024 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 301 pages

This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the European
Union's approach towards Western Sahara, drawing upon the insights
provided in the seminal publication "The European Union Approach
Towards Western Sahara Euroclio 98." The article explores the historical
context, political dynamics, and the intricate web of legal and economic
factors that have shaped the EU's stance on this captivating geopolitical
issue.

Historical Context
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To fully grasp the EU's approach towards Western Sahara, it is essential to
delve into the region's historical context. Western Sahara was a Spanish
colony until 1975, when Spain withdrew its administration. This withdrawal
sparked a conflict between Morocco and the Polisario Front, a Sahrawi
nationalist movement seeking independence for Western Sahara.

The conflict has remained unresolved for decades, with both Morocco and
the Polisario Front claiming sovereignty over the territory. The United
Nations has recognized the right of the Sahrawi people to self-
determination, but a referendum on independence has yet to be held.

Political Dynamics

The political dynamics surrounding Western Sahara are complex and
multifaceted. Morocco maintains that Western Sahara is an integral part of
its territory and has invested heavily in infrastructure and development
projects in the region.

The Polisario Front, on the other hand, argues that Western Sahara is a
separate territory with a distinct cultural and linguistic identity. The Polisario
Front has established a government-in-exile in Tindouf, Algeria, and has
pursued international recognition for an independent Sahrawi state.

The European Union's Approach

The European Union's approach towards Western Sahara has evolved
over time, reflecting the shifting geopolitical landscape and the EU's own
evolving foreign policy priorities.

In the early stages of the conflict, the EU maintained a relatively neutral
stance, calling for a peaceful resolution and urging both sides to engage in



dialogue. However, as the conflict persisted, the EU gradually became
more involved in the search for a solution.

In 2007, the EU appointed a Special Representative for Western Sahara,
tasked with facilitating dialogue between the parties and promoting a just
and lasting solution to the conflict.

Legal Considerations

The legal status of Western Sahara is a complex and contested issue. The
International Court of Justice has ruled that Western Sahara was not terra
nullius (empty land) at the time of Spanish colonization, and that the
Sahrawi people have the right to self-determination.

However, Morocco argues that it has historical ties to Western Sahara and
that the territory was part of its empire before Spanish colonization. The
Polisario Front, on the other hand, maintains that Western Sahara is a
separate territory with its own distinct identity.

Economic Impact

The conflict in Western Sahara has had a significant economic impact on
the region. Morocco has invested heavily in the territory, particularly in the
mining and fishing sectors. However, the Polisario Front has accused
Morocco of exploiting Western Sahara's natural resources without the
consent of the Sahrawi people.

The EU has played a role in supporting economic development in Western
Sahara, particularly in the areas of education and healthcare. However, the
conflict has hindered the full economic potential of the territory.



The European Union's approach towards Western Sahara is a complex
and evolving issue, influenced by a range of historical, political, legal, and
economic factors. The EU has played a significant role in mediating
between the parties to the conflict and promoting a just and lasting solution.

As the conflict continues, the EU will need to navigate the complex
geopolitical landscape and work with both Morocco and the Polisario Front
to find a solution that respects the rights of the Sahrawi people and
promotes regional stability.
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