
Practice and Aesthetics from Baghdad to
Casablanca: A Journey Through World
Cinema
Cinema, as an art form, transcends geographical and cultural boundaries,
uniting people from diverse backgrounds in a shared experience. Two cities
that have played a pivotal role in shaping the landscape of world cinema
are Baghdad and Casablanca. This article delves into the rich tapestry of
filmmaking practices and aesthetics that have emerged from these vibrant
hubs, shedding light on their unique contributions to the global cinematic
landscape.
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Baghdad: The Cradle of Arab Cinema

Baghdad, the historic capital of Iraq, holds a venerable position as the
birthplace of Arab cinema. The city's cinematic journey began in the early
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20th century, with the establishment of the first film studios and the
production of silent films that captured the essence of Iraqi life and culture.

One of the defining characteristics of Baghdad's filmmaking practices is its
emphasis on realism and social commentary. Iraqi filmmakers have
consistently used cinema as a medium to address pressing issues affecting
their society, ranging from political oppression to economic disparities.
Notable examples include the works of directors such as Abbas Fahdel,
whose film "The Market" (1988) delves into the struggles of working-class
Iraqis, and Kasim Hawal, whose "Leaving Baghdad" (2002) explores the
complexities of life in post-war Iraq.

Alongside its commitment to social realism, Baghdad's cinema also boasts
a rich tradition of experimental and avant-garde filmmaking. Directors such
as Mohamed Al-Daradji and Amer Alwan have pushed the boundaries of
cinematic expression, employing innovative techniques and challenging
conventional narrative structures. Their films often explore themes of
identity, alienation, and the human condition in a rapidly changing world.

Casablanca: A Gateway to African and Global Cinema

Casablanca, the vibrant coastal city of Morocco, has emerged as a major
force in both African and global cinema. Its unique position as a crossroads
of cultures has fostered a diverse and cosmopolitan film industry that draws
inspiration from various sources, including Arabic, French, and African
traditions.

One of the most striking aspects of Casablanca's filmmaking practices is its
focus on storytelling and character development. Moroccan directors have
a knack for creating compelling narratives that resonate with audiences on



a deeply emotional level. Films such as Nabil Ayouch's "Ali Zaoua" (2000)
and Faouzi Bensaïdi's "Death for Sale" (2013) showcase the power of
cinema to explore complex human relationships and shed light on social
issues.

In addition to its storytelling prowess, Casablanca's cinema is also known
for its visually stunning aesthetics. Directors such as Souheil Ben-Barka
and Hicham Lasri have mastered the art of capturing the beauty and
atmosphere of their city, using vibrant colors, evocative lighting, and
breathtaking cinematography to create unforgettable cinematic
experiences. Their films transport viewers to the heart of Casablanca,
immersing them in its vibrant streets, bustling markets, and picturesque
landscapes.

A Journey Through Cinematic Traditions

The cinematic journeys of Baghdad and Casablanca are as diverse as the
cities themselves. Baghdad, with its deep-rooted Arab heritage, has
produced films that reflect the social and political realities of the Middle
East, while Casablanca, with its cosmopolitan outlook, has embraced a
wide range of influences to create a uniquely vibrant film scene.

Despite their differences, these two cities share a common thread: a
profound commitment to using cinema as a medium for storytelling, social
commentary, and artistic expression. Their films have made significant
contributions to world cinema, expanding our understanding of diverse
cultures and enriching our collective cinematic experience.

Baghdad and Casablanca stand as beacons of creativity and innovation in
world cinema. Their practices and aesthetics have left an indelible mark on



the global cinematic landscape, inspiring filmmakers and audiences alike.
From the realism and social commentary of Baghdad's cinema to the
storytelling prowess and visual beauty of Casablanca's films, these two
cities have played a vital role in shaping the art of filmmaking and bringing
diverse perspectives to the silver screen.

As we continue to explore the rich tapestry of world cinema, the
contributions of Baghdad and Casablanca will undoubtedly continue to
inspire and enrich our understanding of the human experience and the
transformative power of storytelling through film.
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