
Dragon Hoops: A Graphic Novel about Identity
and Basketball
Gene Luen Yang's Dragon Hoops is a graphic novel that tells the story of a
high school basketball team from Oakland, California. The team is made up
of players from all different backgrounds, and they must learn to work
together to overcome their differences and win games.
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The protagonist of the story is Freddy Miata, a Chinese-American teenager
who is trying to find his place in the world. Freddy is a talented basketball
player, but he is also struggling with his identity. He doesn't feel like he fits
in with the other Chinese kids at his school, and he doesn't feel like he fits
in with the black kids either.

Through basketball, Freddy begins to find his place in the world. He learns
to embrace his own unique identity, and he learns to work with others to
achieve a common goal. Dragon Hoops is a heartwarming and inspiring
story about the power of sports to bring people together.
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Gene Luen Yang's artwork in Dragon Hoops is simply stunning. The book is
full of beautiful, detailed drawings that bring the story to life. Yang's use of
color is particularly noteworthy, as he uses it to create a sense of
atmosphere and emotion.

One of the most striking things about Yang's artwork is his use of
perspective. He often uses exaggerated perspectives to create a sense of
drama and excitement. For example, in one scene, Freddy is shown
looking up at the basketball hoop from below. The hoop is so large that it
seems to fill the entire page, and Freddy looks like a tiny speck in
comparison. This perspective helps to convey the sense of awe and
wonder that Freddy feels when he is playing basketball.

Yang also uses his artwork to explore the themes of the book. For example,
he uses the color red to symbolize both violence and passion. In one
scene, Freddy is shown playing basketball in a red uniform. The red
uniform symbolizes Freddy's passion for the game, but it also foreshadows
the violence that will later occur.

The Characters of Dragon Hoops

The characters in Dragon Hoops are complex and well-developed. Freddy
is a relatable protagonist who is easy to root for. He is a talented basketball
player, but he is also struggling with his identity. Freddy's journey of self-
discovery is one of the most compelling aspects of the book.

The other characters in Dragon Hoops are equally well-developed. There is
Monica, a tough-talking black girl who is Freddy's best friend. There is
Tariq, a Muslim boy who is struggling to find his place in the team. And



there is Coach Owens, a wise and experienced coach who helps the team
to overcome their differences.

The characters in Dragon Hoops are so well-developed that they feel like
real people. They have their own unique personalities, strengths, and
weaknesses. They are also struggling with their own personal issues,
which makes them even more relatable.

The Themes of Dragon Hoops

Dragon Hoops explores a number of important themes, including identity,
diversity, and teamwork. Freddy's journey of self-discovery is one of the
main themes of the book. He is trying to find his place in the world, and he
is struggling to reconcile his different identities.

Dragon Hoops also explores the theme of diversity. The team is made up of
players from all different backgrounds, and they must learn to work
together to overcome their differences and win games. The book shows
that diversity can be a strength, and that it can lead to success.

Finally, Dragon Hoops explores the theme of teamwork. The team must
learn to work together to overcome their differences and win games. The
book shows that teamwork is essential for success, and that it can help to
build strong relationships.

Dragon Hoops is a heartwarming and inspiring story about the power of
sports to bring people together. It is a well-written and beautifully illustrated
book that will appeal to readers of all ages. Dragon Hoops is a must-read
for anyone who is interested in sports, diversity, or identity.

Free Download Your Copy Today!



You can Free Download your copy of Dragon Hoops from Our Book Library,
Barnes & Noble, or your local bookstore.
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