Consumption and Its Consequences: A
Critical Review

Daniel Miller's Consumption and lts Consequences is a thought-provoking
and insightful exploration of the changing nature of consumption in the 21st
century. Miller argues that consumption is no longer simply about the
acquisition of goods and services, but has become a central aspect of our
social and cultural lives.
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Miller draws on a wealth of ethnographic research to support his argument.
He shows how consumption is used to create and maintain social
relationships, to express individual identity, and to negotiate the challenges
of everyday life. He also explores the dark side of consumption, such as its
role in environmental degradation and social inequality.

Miller's book is a valuable contribution to the study of consumption. It is a
must-read for anyone interested in understanding the role of consumption
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in our lives.

Key Themes

= Consumption is a social and cultural phenomenon. Miller argues
that consumption is not simply about the acquisition of goods and
services, but is a central aspect of our social and cultural lives. He
shows how consumption is used to create and maintain social
relationships, to express individual identity, and to negotiate the
challenges of everyday life.

= Consumption is a complex and multifaceted process. Miller
identifies four key dimensions of consumption: the acquisition of goods
and services, the use of goods and services, the disposal of goods and
services, and the meanings attached to goods and services. He
argues that each of these dimensions is influenced by a range of
social, cultural, and economic factors.

= Consumption has both positive and negative consequences.
Miller acknowledges that consumption can have a number of positive
consequences, such as increasing economic growth, creating jobs,
and providing people with access to a wider range of goods and
services. However, he also argues that consumption can have a
number of negative consequences, such as environmental
degradation, social inequality, and obesity.

Critical Reception

Consumption and lts Consequences has been widely praised by critics for
its originality, insights, and rigor. However, some critics have also argued
that Miller's analysis is too narrow and that he does not give enough



attention to the role of power and inequality in shaping consumption
patterns.

Overall, Consumption and Its Consequences is a major contribution to the
study of consumption. It is a must-read for anyone interested in
understanding the role of consumption in our lives.

About the Author

Daniel Miller is a professor of anthropology at University College London.

He is the author of numerous books and articles on consumption, material
culture, and social theory. His work has been translated into more than 20
languages.
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